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As we express 
our gratitude, 

we must 
never forget 
the highest 

appreciation 
is not to utter 
words – but to 
live by them.

John F. Kennedy



T   he Ralph H. Johnson VA 
Medical Center provides 

an Honors Escort as part of the 
End of Life protocol for Veterans 
who depart while in our care. The 
Honors Escort is an opportunity to 
honor each Veteran in a respectful 
and open manner and provides 
a way for a Veteran’s family and 
friends, other Veterans and our 
staff to participate in a display of 
high regard and reverence for the 
individual at the time of death.

Who Can Participate?
We believe individuals who served 
our nation honorably, whether 
during times of war or peace, are 
deserving of respect and special 
consideration. These Veterans have 
proven their loyalty to their fellow 
citizens, and we owe them a distinct 
tribute and devotion in return.

If you would like to plan for an 
Honors Escort for your loved one 
while in our care, please speak 
with nursing staff, Chaplains, or 
Social Workers on the Unit.

What to Expect
Trained staff escort the Veteran as 
a procession from place of passing 
to meet funeral home personnel 
or to the morgue.

Family and friends walk as part 
of the procession with the Honors 
Escort Team.

The Honors Escort Team folds the 
flag at the end of the procession. 
Family and friends may participate 
as desired.

The flag used during the Honors 
Escort ceremony is kept in a 
shadow box on the individual 
inpatient wards.
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